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79. ARMY ORDER. P. Saqqara inv. 1972 GP 3.¢. 331-323 B.C.

E.G. Turner,JEA 60 (1974), pp. 239-42; SB xiv 11942 (on Saqqara papyri in general) G.T.Martin and others,
Proceedings of the XIV I nternational Congress of Papyrologists (Oxford, 1974), pp. 247 ff. (and
A. Lukaszewicz, Meander 32, nos. 7-8 (1977), pp. 245-60); (on the archaeology, G. T. Martin, The Sacred
Animal Necropolis at North Saqqara (London, 1981), pp. 57-61 (item 681). Saqqara, c. 331-323 B.C., papyrus
sheet. 358 X 134 mm.

This text was found in the Sacred Animal Necropolis at Saqgarain 1972/3 in a dump of miscellaneous material
on the path which leads from the main entrance of Block 5, a small building which Dr Martin (I.c. (1981),pp. 3411.)
tentatively identifies as an incubation centre or a temple for foreign cult. The first line, in larger letters, contains a
proper name in the genitive, «Of Peucestas”. The first editor argued that this genitive indicates the authority behind
the order which follows ; and this authority was Peucestas son of Macartatus, whom Arrian (3.5.5) names as oné of
the two commanders left behind in Egypt by Alexander when he set out on his eastern campaign in 331 B.C. Thus
the text is a military order: “By order of (the Commander-in-Chief) Peucestas. Out of bounds to troops. Ritual
area’.’

The text is written across the fibres (transversa charta : see Turner, R & V, pp. 34ff.), not with a pen, but with a
soft rush, which has in places left ragged edges (e.g. the alpha of 3 undeva); quick confident strokes, and letters of
epigraphic type. The use of the rush is native Egyptian, and can be found in other early pieces from Saqqara (46,
88). It is found again much later in another piece of monumental lettering, P. Oxy. x1i 2950 (late iii AD.),aplacard,
or perhaps a draft inscription, in Latin. No doubt 79 was to be displayed publicly (a series of four holes running
from top centre to top right may be holes through which pins were passed to fix it up, but there is no balancing hole
on the top left); the writer may have chosen the rush (and the script) for clarity.

In this hand broad shallow letters (1 w m) contrast with tall ones (¢ § et Kk p ). € (rectangular), ¢ (in four
movements), o (in centre of line) have the epigraphic shape ; so does a, whose cross-bar is sometimes formed of
two strokes angled in relation to each other. The two obliques of both a and & are produced vertically after uniting;
9is round with a central dot, v a shallow cup above a long vertical ; the two obliques of k are short in relation to the
very high vertical to the centre of which they cling. Such letter forms are paralleled only in our earliest papyri, all
datable to iv B.C. (see Turner, PB, pp. 25 f.); the palaeographic dating confirms and is confirmed by the historical
dating to B.C. 331-323 (between Alexander’s departure and his death), which makes 79 our oldest certainly
datable Greek papyrus.

Transcript: [[n]] revicecTon

unmapaTopevecatun
Sevampsmcroomn‘;wz

80. HOMER, Iliad. Milan, Biblioteca Ambrosiana 1019 (F 205 inf.).
vi AD.?

Tliadis fragmenta antiquissima cum picturis item scholia antiqua ad Odysseam edente Angelo Maio (1819);
Homeri Tliadis pictae fragmenta Ambrosiana phototypice edita cura doctorum Ant. M. Ceriani et Ach. Ratti
(Milan, 1905) (complete facsimile in black and white); Ilias Ambrosiana (Fontes Ambrosiani xxviii, Bern-Olten,
1953) (complete facsimile in colour); R. Bianchi Bandinelli, Hellenistic-Byzantine Miniatures of the Iliad
(Olten, 1955). Provenance uncertain, perhaps vi A.D. (assigned), parchment codex. Each page originally 288 X
326 mm. (Bianchi Bandinelli).

This sumptuous codex must once have contained the whole Iliad, with illustrations ; all that now survives is a
selection of the illustrations (52 leaves in all), cut out and trimmed so that written text is preserved only on the backs
and occasionally above or below. Cardinal Federico Borromeo bought the leaves at Naples in 1608 from the estate
of the collector G. V. Pinelli. For their earlier history there is no external evidence ; Bianchi Bandinelli once argued
for Constantinople as provenance, but later concurred with Cavallo’s suggestion of Alexandria (Dialoghi di
Archeologia 7 (1973), pp. 70-96). The format puts this book among the largest, though not the very largest, of
surviving parchment codices (Turner, Typ., p. 26 item CL5).

The date of the script has been much discussed. The scribe writes an extraordinary survival of the ‘Formal
Round’ manner (Introd. p. 21); its late date is shown by the heavy shading (so heavy that the thinnest strokes
disappear altogether) and by the decorative blobs which terminate horizontal and oblique cross-strokes. Cavallo,
Ricerche pp. 110-2, opts for the early vi AD. (but ‘v—vi AD.” in Dialoghi di Archeologia, l.c., p. 77); and that
seems, provisionally, most likely.
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(Collogues internationaux du CNRS no. 559), Paris, 1977, p. 102,
who compares P. Oxy. xv 1817 (Homer) and the Cairo Menander.

94 Pack® 1303.7. Text: Sandbach, l.c., p. 181; commentary, Gomme
and Sandbach, l.c., p. 436. Austin, CGFPR, no. 151 (bibliography
only). Further papyri of the Prologue: P. Oxy. xlviii 3368-70.

95 Turner, Typ., p. 20 no. 234a.

96 Text of hypotheses (to Menander, Hiereia and Imbrioi) in
| Sandbach, lc., pp. 305 f.; commentary (on Hiereia) Gomme and
Sandbach, l.c., p. 694 (most recently Barigazzi, Prometheus 6 (1980),
pp. 97-106). On the date of Imbrioi, see Turner, CdE 54 (1979), p.
125. Similar hypotheses P. Oxy. xxxi 2534 (Austin, CGFPR, nos.
111, 202); PIFAQ inv, 337, ZPE 6 (1970), p. 5 and pl. iia (Austin,
ib., 119, 203).

97 There is perhaps a central kollesis.

98 F. Chamoux,l Le monde grec (Hommages a Claire Préaux), pp.
214-22,

99 On the non-indentation of pentameters, see JRS 69 (1979),p. 130,
L&T,p. 88.

100 Note the damaged vertical strip on the right — damaged before
copying, since the scribe’s pen writes on horizontal fibres only.

101 Transcript line 6: for ompfiov read opfiov.

102 Pack® 2493.2. 1nis ostracon is now seen to belong to a whole
series of Greek and Demotic texts, discussed in detail by J. D. Ray,
The Archive of Hor (London, 1976). For 46 see pp. 1-2: a new
fragment of the potsherd, although it does not join, provides the ends of
lines 1-3: line 1 now reads rapnf | umo, with Jovipov written
above, i.e. ti pnB[évea NS oveipov”] Gmo, The washed out
Demotic text mentioned below is given by Ray, l.c., pp. 4-6, Demotic
Text B. For palimpsest papyri see 40, §3; P, Oxy xii 1479 (private
letter); P. Mich vi 390 (receipt written over a text of Iliad ii). On the
word and the process: C.H. Roberts and T.C. Skeat, Birth of the
Codex, pp. 16-18.

103 Other texts written with a rush: 79, 88,

104 The document is reproduced in NPS, Series i, pl. 117. The arrow
on my plate shows the edge of the kollesis.

105 For the ‘estates’ (otkoc) of Alexandria cf. P. Mil. Vogl. vi 269
(AD. 124), where Philotera has leased from it land formerly the
property of ‘Queen Cleopatra the Sister’.

106 On the hand see Cavallo, op. cit. (75), pp. 31 f.

107 Pack? 104.1. I should remain with my assigned date, iv AD.
Irigoin, REG 85 (1972), p. 547, and others prefer iii A.D., as in the ed.

pr.

108 Text in Heitsch, Griechische Dichterfragmente d. romischen
Kaiserzeiti (1961), p. 54. Cf. M. L. West, Philol. 113 (1969),p. 9.

109 The kollesis is marked by an arrow on the plate.

110Pack’® 2465.1. The plate shows col. xvii of the complete text,
which will be published by G. Pardssoglou and K. Tsantsanoglou
(meanwhile an unauthorised version has appeared in ZPE 47 (1982),
following p. 300; see Turner, Parassoglou and Tsantsanoglou,
Gnomon 54 (1982), pp. 855f.). On the poem and its content, see M. L.
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West, The Orphic Poems (1983), pp. 75 ff.; on the authorship,
W. Burkert, ZPE 62 (1986), pp. 1-5; on the archg.eological
background, Eugenia Gioure, & kpatijpas tob Aepfevion (Athens,
1978).

111 The kollemata of the roll are of regular size, 16 cm. broad. In
dating the script, the Saqqara papyri (below 79, 88, WS NF 10
(1976), p. 48) provide additional material for comparison. Turner, PB,
p. 26 settles for ‘ivB.C.’; Irigoin, REG 85 (1972),p. 547, thinks that the
evidence justifies a dating in the middle, or even the first half, of iv B.C.

112 Note that in the first edition this plate was reproduced at % actual
size.

113 Trigoin, L & T, p. 88, notes that later a notional hexameter-length
is used as the basis of prose stichometry; 51 shows prose written in
actual hexameter-lengths — the origin of the practice?

114 Lines 11-12 of the transcript will need to be revised in the light of
the ed. pr.

115 Text: R. Kannicht, TrGF ii (1981), no. 625.

116 On the script, Turner, PB, p. 27. The column, as reconstructed,
has a minimum height of 19 lines.

117 At the end of 9 Kannicht thinks Sv]empaéiac a certain reading.

118 With the hand compare also the Petrie Antiope and Phaedo
(P. Petrie i 1-2 and 5).

119 At the beginning of line 3 add recrov (end of & kocrob from the
line before).

120 For the hand: Turner, PB, p. 29,

121 The elegiacs are republished in Lloyd-Jones and Parsons, Suppl.
Hell., no. 9517.

122 On text and authorship see W. Huss, ZPE 39 (1980), pp. 63-71,
with bibliography; CAH VII i (1984), pp. 384 ff. and 574-7 on
Agathocles. (It is not among the fragments of Duris in Jacoby, FGrH,
76; there too a later text, P. Oxy. xxxii 2637 fr. 5ii (c) 7, should be
added after F 18.) On the dating of the hand, Cavallo, LSSE, p. 51,
agrees; J. D. Thomas, JEA 59 (1973), p. 270, prefers a date earlier
thaniB.C,

123 The arrow on the plate shows the edge of the kollesis.

124 Bibliography in Van Haelst, no, 56 ; B, M, Metzger, Manuscripts
of the Greek Bible (1981) no. 3. A complete photographic re-
production in Z. Aly and L. Koenen, Three Rolls of the Early
Septuagint (Papyrologische Texte und Abhandlungen 27, Bonn,
1980); my plate (reproduced at less than actual size in the first edition)
is their pl. 45. The top margin in our piece is 3.0 cm., the total height
18.3 cm.; the roll height can be calculated as 24 cm. (lower margin c.
4cm,) (Aly & Koenen p. 4), Usually 21-23 lines to a column,

125 Note Z in the form XC. For the date cf. P. Merton i 52, an Odyssey
in a rounded formal bookhand whose back carries a date formula of 25
Augustus = 5 B.C.; and another Odyssey from Qasr Ibrim, published
by Turner and Weinstein in JEA 62 (1976), p. 116 with pl. xvii (all
datable texts from this find have been of the early reign of Augustus).
Cavallo, LSSE, p. 53, accepts a date in the mid-i B.C., and cites
parallels from the Herculaneum papyri. Add that on Dunand, pl. i =
Aly and Koenen, pl. 6, col. iv, we find a gloss in the lower margin,
written in a cursive hand which I should have supposed unmistakably
Ptolemaic.




