Università di Napoli Federico II - Dipartimento di Scienze Politiche

English for Work - Entry Test 

Do this test in no more than 30 minutes and check your answers in the last two pages. 
Part A : Choose the correct expression to complete the sentences.

1. I ..................... to Spain on business last year.

a. go 
b. have been 
c. have gone 
d. went 
e. was

2. I .................. for the National Eastminster Bank since 1994.

a. work 
b. am working 
c. have worked 
d. was working 
e. worked

3. I came here … this morning.

a. in bus 
b. by the bus 
c. on the bus 
d. in the bus 
e. with the bus

4. I don’t mind .................... up early in summer, but I hate it in winter.

a. to get 

b. get 
c. I get 
d. getting 

e. got

5. The contract ..................... yesterday.

a. signed 
b. is signed
c.has been signed      d. was signed.  e. is been signed

6. Ron ………………………………… his parents about three times a year.

 a. visit 
b. visits 
c. visiting 

d. is visiting 
e. is visited

7. I spend a lot of my time at work .................. letters.

a. to write 

b. for write 
c. write 
d. writing

 e. for writing

8. I’m sorry I’m late. ……………………………. long?

a. are you waiting 
b. have you waited 

c. do you wait d.    did you wait

e. have you been waiting

9. David …………………….. about the meeting next week.

a. told to me 
b. said me 

c. told 
d. told me 

e. said to me

10. A : Where’s David? there’s a message for him. B : He’s in the office. ……………….. it to him.

 a. I give 
b. I’ll give 

c. I’m giving 
d. I can to give
 e. I might give

11. (On the phone) A : Hello. B : Hello, ………………………. Karen Bartholomew.

 a. I’m 
b. It’s 
c. speaking 
d. Here is 

e. Here

12. Sallie is ……………. dealing with customer complaints.

 a. the responsible of b. responsible of c. the responsible for d. responsible for

 e. in charge for

Part B : Which of the alternative words means exactly the same as the underlined expression?

1. I thought the film was wonderful.

a. awful 
b. stunning 
c. dreadful 
d. appalling 
e. terrible

2 At the moment there are six of us in our sector.

a. Actually 
b. Presently 
c. Instantly 
d. Subsequently      e. Currently

3. The company was founded in 1987.

a. put up 

b. put out 

c. set up 

d. set out 

e. got up

Put the verbs into the correct form.

A. I 1…………………………………………………..…..(look) for a new job at the moment. I 2……………………………………………….(work) here for the last ten years and it’s a bit boring. I 3………………………………..……..(like) to change job completely, but it’s difficult without doing specialist training. About three years ago I 4………….……………………………………… (apply) for eight or ten jobs but I 5………………………………………………………………. (not/get) any interviews.

Our old boss 6……………………………………. (leave) about a year ago, and the new one 7………………………………………….(promote) about five people since then. But not me of course! I’m sure he  8………….……………………………….. (not/like) me. Oh well, another five years and I can retire.

B) John: This office is a mess.

Mark: Strange – it  9…………………………………………………… (usually/clean) every day.

John: We need to make the arrangements for the conference. It's in three weeks’ time, and the participants 10.......................................................(not/tell) about the schedule yet. Have you got any ideas?

Turn these statements into questions

1. Anne went to the meeting last week. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. David usually arrives at the office about ten o’clock. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. He’s worked here for twenty years. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. She knew French really well as a child. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Paul doesn’t need any help. ………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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Part A : Choose the correct expression to complete the sentences.

1. I ..................... to Spain on business last year.

a. go 
b. have been 
c. have gone 
d. went 
    e. was
2. I .................. for the National Eastminster Bank since 1994/for 20 years.

a. work 
b. am working 
c. have worked 
d. was working 
e. worked    f. I have been working
I  worked/ have worked for the National Eastminster Bank since 1994/for 20 years but now I have decided to change my job. (in this sentence there is a temporal ambiguity: if I stopped working for the Bank, it’s “I worked”; if I’m looking around for a new job and in the meantime I still work for them, it’s “I’ve worked”)
I worked  for the National Eastminster Bank since 1994/for 20 years but now I am out of work.
3. I came here … this morning.

a. in bus 
b. by the bus 
c. on the bus 
d. in the bus 
e. with the bus

4. I don’t mind .................... up early in summer, but I hate it in winter.

a. to get 

b. get 
c. I get 
d. getting 

e. got

5. The contract ..................... yesterday.

a. signed 
b. is signed
c.has been signed      d. was signed.  e. is been signed

6. Ron ………………………………… his parents about three times a year.

 a. visit 
b. visits 
c. visiting 

d. is visiting 
e. is visited

7. I spend a lot of my time at work .................. letters.

a. to write 

b. for write 
c. write 
d. writing

 e. for writing

8. I’m sorry I’m late. ……………………………. long?

a. are you waiting 
b. have you waited 

c. do you wait d.    did you wait

e. have you been waiting
9. David …………………….. about the meeting next week.

a. told to me 
b. said me 

c. told 
d. told me 

e. said to me

10. A : Where’s David? there’s a message for him. B : He’s in the office. ……………….. it to him.

 a. I give 
b. I’ll give 

c. I’m giving 
d. I can to give
 e. I might give

11. (On the phone) A : Hello. B : Hello, ………………………. Karen Bartholomew.

 a. I’m 

b. It’s      c. speaking 

d. Here is 

e. Here

12. Sallie is ……………. dealing with customer complaints.

 a. the responsible of     b. responsible of               c. the responsible for      d. responsible for       e. in charge for

Part B : Which of the alternative words means exactly the same as the underlined expression?

1. I thought the film was wonderful.
a. awful 
b. stunning 
c. dreadful 
d. appalling 
e. terrible

2 At the moment there are six of us in our sector.

a. Actually 
b. Presently 
c. Instantly 
d. Subsequently      e. Currently
3. The company was founded in 1987.

a. put up 

b. put out 

c. set up 

d. set out 

e. got up

Put the verbs into the correct form.

A. I 1 AM LOOKING/ ‘M LOOKING (look) for a new job at the moment. I 2HAVE WORKED – ‘VE WORKED (work) here for the last ten years and it’s a bit boring. I 3……WOULD LIKE/ ‘D LIKE (like) to change job completely, but it’s difficult without doing specialist training. About three years ago I 4 APPLIED (apply) for eight or ten jobs but I 5 DID NOT GET/DIDN’T GET (not/get) any interviews.

Our old boss 6 LEFT (leave) about a year ago, and the new one 7 HAS PROMOTED/ ‘S PROMOTED (promote) about five people since then. But not me of course! I’m sure he  8 DOES NOT LIKE/DOESN’T LIKE (not/like) me. Oh well, another five years and I can retire.

B) John: This office is a mess.

Mark: Strange – it  9 IS USUALLY CLEANED (usually/clean) every day.

John: We need to make the arrangements for the conference. It's in three weeks’ time, and the participants 10 HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD/ HAVEN’T BEEN TOLD (not/tell) about the schedule yet. Have you got any ideas?

Turn these statements into questions

1. Anne went to the meeting last week.  When did Anne go to the meeting?…………………………………
2. David usually arrives at the office about ten o’clock. …When does David arrive at the office?....
3. He’s worked here for twenty years. …How long has he worked here?....
4. She knew French really well as a child. ……How well did she know French? How long has she known French?……

5. Paul doesn’t need any help. ……Does he need any help?…Does he need some help? Doesn’t he need Help?.
